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     ñRight then!.. Whereôs that bloody mole!!ò  

 
The weather came in hard this winter but not hard 

enough to put me off, I went to the extreme of 

putting skis on my electric Wot 4. 
 

 
 

 Club Fly- in   
Sunday September 
25th  

 

 

 

As you can see the club hired a roller for a day 

and we put down some seed. Weôve also been 

busy cutting back more of the gorse and the 

clubs new mower has been doing a good job, 

with three cuts itôs already paid for itself. 

Now the gorse is at a height where all weôll 

need to do is to give it a trim once a year. 

Instead of letting it get out of control and 

having thick woody branches to negotiate 

when coming into land, it would be nice to 

have knee high gorse bordering the strip. This 

in turn will cut down on turbulence off the 

gorse and improve the gorgeous view of the 

sea on the east side of the strip.  

 

 

 

Below is a picture of all the gliders that were  

made for the Balsa Bash comp. 

 

 

 
Please come along to our first club fly -in in 
years!! 
The Model Aviators Association will be 
visiting us from the 23rd -29th so they will be 
joining us. There will be extra parking 
allowed on the firebreak and light 
refreshments available.  



Editorial  

 

  I hope that you took advantage of the Spring 

timeôs good weather and have been doing 

plenty of flying. As usual the weather during 

the summer went downhill .  

 As for the strip itôs coming on nicely, despite 

the vandal attack earlier on in the year with a 

vehicle. Also our new mower has been coping 

fine and has now paid for itself . Weôve also 

been busy with the gorse and  itôs at an 

acceptable height to allow large models back 

on the site, as in recent years the gorse has 

crept up preventing larger models an easy 

approach. You might  also have noticed fewer 

trees around the site, luckily these were all 

silver birch and these are not native to the 

common and we are allowed to cut them 

down. 

 

 

 Thanks to everyone whoôs helped out 

with the work and I think youôll all agree 

that itôs all been worth it. 
Weôve also had quite a few new members and 

a few of them Iôve been training. Luckily theyôve 

been enthusiastic and are already of the buddy 

box and are practicing for their A certificate. 

Weôve also been holding the odd competition 

and unfortunely our first fun-fly comp the weather 

was bad and only the brave and mad managed a 

flight. 

And finally, please, if youôre free and the 

weatherôs O.K. come around to our fly-in as it 

should be a good day, with all of the other local 

clubs invited and the M.A.A. down there should 

be plenty of interesting models on display. 

    

 Dave Nelson, Newsletter Editor/ Chairman  

 

 

 

 

  

WHIPTON MODELS  
             

    sponsors of this newsletter  

         72a Thackeray Rd, Whipton, Exeter, EX4 8EX 

01392 664074      whiptonmodelcentre.co.uk       
 

Visit Exeterôs largest and most 

comprehensive model shop. 

With a large section of aircraft              

and radio controlled cars. 

Spares & accessories 

 

       Over 30yrs Experience 
 

 Open 10am-5pm Mon- Sat 

Wed 10-1pm 

Closed Sunday 

 
                                                                                                            
  

Please support our local dealer and they will support us. 



 

In memoriam  
 
Sadly Matt Pring on 1

st
 April passed away, what makes it worse is that he was only in his mid twenties. 

Matt wasnôt very well known in the club but for those of you fortunate enough to have known him Matt 

was a very good helicopter pilot and could often stop a crowd as he flew his model. 

At a club meeting before his funeral we had a collection and raised £98, some of the money was spent on 

a wreath and the rest of the money donated to his familyôs chosen charity. At the bottom of this page is a 

photo of the wreath that we had made.   

 

Below is a tribute to Matt by a fellow club member, Leo Dickinson. 

 
Hello, 
  
Whoever reads this will not know me but I am a modeller at the East Devon club and also photographer who took 
some lovely pictures of Matt flying his helicopter with immense skill.  
  
Matt was so taken with my photos that he told me he had used one as his screen saver. He was very proud of this 
fact as he told me, 
  
ñThose pictures werenôt an accident ï they were taken by someone who knew exactly what they were doing.ò 
  
 It was a mutual admiration of each others skills and I felt appreciated. 
  
I didnôt know him very well or much about him but recognised a lovely, quiet and incredibly skilful person who could 
make helicopters dance in the sky like no one else I have ever seen.  In fact I was going to ask him if he would 
demonstrate his skills at the Tiverton  Balloon Festival in July in exchange for a balloon flight. (My wife is a balloon 
pilot) 
  
He almost seemed at one with his skills and appeared contented. One day unfortunately he misjudged a 
manoeuvre and his helicopter hit the ground and was damaged. He was flying it upside down at the time, which is 
extremely difficult in itself as all the controls are reversed. 
  
I asked him what happened and his reply was humbling and completely honest, ñMy fault ï pilot errorò. 
  
For that honest comment to resonate you must understand that most modellers crash their craft at some stages ï 
some more than others ï but what is almost 100% the case is that they will blame their craft ï their radio died ï hit 
a blind spot or one of a dozen well rehearsed excuses.  
  
Pilot error is the least one used. 
  
I am so sorry to hear about Mattôs demise. Itôs a great loss to everyone who knew him, I will miss my 
photographerôs model. 
  
With deepest sympathy,       
 
Leo Dickinson Sadly John Haytree passed away on the 9

th
 

July, he   was 81. Johnôs name was 

synonymous with model i.c. engines and for 

over 40 years he supplied engines, parts and 

servicing. Although, personally I didnôt know 

John many of our members did and would Iôm 

sure greatly be missed.  

As many will know, John did retire in 2010 and 

handed the business to John Walton who trades 

as Motorvation Model Engines Repairs. John 

continues to encompass all types and has 

provision for discontinued parts. His website 

can be found at 

www.motorvationmodelengines.co.uk.  

 Or call 07939 155901 

http://www.motorvationmodelengines.co.uk/


 

  

 
I put this cartoon in a past newsletter many years ago and thought Iôd use it again for newer members to see. 

Please take heed, as this is an actual scale drawing, so please continue to obey the rules, thank you.  

  

 

 M.A.A. WEEK 23RD -  29TH  SEPTEMBER 
 

It wonôt be long until those pesky boys will be down again and showing off their models. 

For many years now the Model Aviators  Association come down to Devon for their annual holiday. Our 

club has always welcomed and them and let them use our site for the week. Usually around 50 members 

visit, and the majority are glider guys so go flying off local slopes like Peek Hill and Fire Beacon at 

Sidmouth and locations on Dartmoor.  

This year they have given a list me of activities that theyôd like us to join them with. 

 

All of the activities below will be held at Ladram Bay Holiday Park near Otterton and start 

at 7.30pm 
 

¶ Sunday   25
th
      10am- 5pm Fly-in on Woodbury Common  and Prize Quiz in the evening. 

 

¶ Monday  26
th
      Talk by Stan Yeo of Phoenix Model Products. 

 

¶ Tuesday  27
th
      Modelling and Fun auction  

 

¶ Thursday 29
th
      Carvery Supper and Raffle.  The carvery is around £8 and desert £3. The food      

.                            last year was excellent. If you are interested on coming to the carvery please let              

.                            me know by Monday night, as the chef needs to know for numbers. Call me                                  

.                            Dave on: 01395 442538 or 07921 460133 


